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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent, 

1. Claims 1 2, 6, 7. 11-14, 18, 19, 23, 24, 28-33, 35, 36 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Leung (2003/0093314). 

As to claim 1 , Leung teaches a system for distributing electronic coupons (figure 
3), comprising: 

a plurality of wireless mobile terminals; 

a customer profile database for storing a plurality of customer profiles 
corresponding to the wireless mobile terminals; and 

a server, operatively coupled to the customer profile database and 
communicating with the wireless mobile terminals over a network, for selectively 
transferring one or more electronic coupons to at least one of the wireless mobile 
terminals based on a comparison between the customer profiles and seller filtering 
criteria. 

As to claim 2, Leung teaches the system of claim 1 , further comprising: 
means for determining the current location of each of the wireless mobile 

terminals and storing data representing the current location in the customer profile 

database (figure 5, 502). 
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As to claim 6, Leung teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein the seller filtering 
criteria includes a maximum distance between the physical location of the seller and a 
potential customer (paragraph 0038-0038). 

As to claim 7, Leung teaches the system of claim 6, further comprising an 
application for computing the distance between the current location of each of the 
wireless mobile terminals and the physical location of the seller and for selecting those 
wireless mobile terminals within the maximum distance (paragraph 037-038). 

As to claim 1 1 , Leung teaches the system of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a seller interface, operatively coupled to the server, for permitting sellers to enter 
the seller filtering criteria (paragraph 0037-0038). 

As to claim 12, Leung teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein the seller filtering 
criteria includes parameters selected from the group consisting of service type, goods 
type, latest arrival time, coupon expiration date, coupon expiration time, discount 
amount, coupon offer, seller physical location, landmark information, and any 
combination of the foregoing (paragraph 0037, 0038). 

As to claim 13, Leung teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein each of the 
customer profiles includes data selected from the group consisting of static data, 
dynamic data and any combination of the foregoing (figure 6B). 

As to claim 14, Leung teaches the system of claim 13, wherein the static data 
includes data selected from the group consisting of name, customer ID, association 
membership, diet preferences, age, gender, allergies, hobbies, home address, email 
address, and any combination of the foregoing (figure 6B). 
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As to claim 15, Leung teaches the system of claim 13, wherein the dynamic data 
includes current location, time of-day, calendar date, time of arrival, and any 
combination of the foregoing (paragraph 0039). 

As to claim 16, Leung teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein each of the 
wireless terminals includes a display for presenting the electronic coupons to a seller 
from redemption (figure 13A-D). 

As to claim 18, the claim is a system claim of claim 1 ; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 1 . 

As to claim 1 9, the claim is a system claim of claim 2; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 2. 

As to claim 23, the claim is a system claim of claim 6; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 6. 

As to claim 24, the claim is a system claim of claim 7; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 7. 

As to claim 28, the claim is a system claim of claim 1 1 ; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 1 1 . 

As to claim 29, the claim is a system claim of claim 12; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 12. 

As to claim 30, the claim is a system claim of claim 1 1 ; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 1 1 . 

As to claim 31 , the claim is a system claim of claim 12; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 12. 
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As to claim 32, the claim is a system claim of claim 13; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 13. 

As to claim 33, the claim is an apparatus of claim 1 ; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 1 . 

As to claim 35, Leung teaches the wireless mobile terminal of claim 33, wherein 
the application stores the electronic coupon in the memory (figure 13A-E). 

As to claim 36, Leung teaches the wireless mobile terminal of claim 33, wherein 
the application includes means for allowing a user to enter information into a customer 
profile stored in a database accessible by way of the packet network (figure 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 3, 8, 20, 25, 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Leung in view of Dukach (US 2004/0036622). 

As to claim 3, Leung teaches the system of claim 2, Leung fails to teach the 
determining means includes a global positioning system (GPS) subsystem in each of 
the mobile wireless terminals and an application in each of the mobile wireless terminals 
for transferring the location indicated by the GPS subsystem to the customer profile 
database. Dukach teaches the determining means includes a global positioning system 
(GPS) subsystem in each of the mobile wireless terminals and an application in each of 
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the mobile wireless terminals for transferring the location indicated by the GPS 
subsystem to the customer profile database (figure 1 , 146). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the teaching of Dukach into the system of Leung in order to transfer its location 
to the server database. 

As to claim 8, the combination of Leung and Dukach teaches the system of claim 
1, wherein the seller filtering criteria includes a latest arrival time (Dukach paragraph 
360). 

As to claim 20, the claim is a system claim of claim 3; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 3. 

As to claim 25, the claim is a system claim of claim 8; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 8. 

As to claim 34, the claim is an apparatus claim of claim 3; therefore, the claim is 
interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 3. 
3. Claim 4. 5. 17. 21. 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Leung. 

As to claims 4 ,5 and 17, Leung teaches the system of claim 2, Leung fails to 
teach the determining means includes an application for determining the current 
location based on a base station identifier associated with each of the wireless mobile 
terminals and an application for determining the current location based on a base 
station RF triangulation method performed by wireless network infrastructure and the 
electronic coupon displays a barcode capable of being scanned by the seller. However, 
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the examiner takes Official notices that these reciting limitations are known in the arts. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the teaching of these reciting limitations into the system 
of Leung in order to locate the mobile station. 

As to claims 21 and 22, the limitations are the same as limitations of claims 4 and 
5; therefore, the claims are interpreted and rejected as set forth as claims 4 and 5. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 9, 10, 26 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claim 9 and 26, the teaching of prior arts either combine or alone fails to 
teach means for determining the travel times between the current locations of the 
wireless mobile terminals and the seller's physical location, means for determining 
estimated arrival times for the wireless terminal based the travel times and means for 
transferring the electronic coupons only to those wireless mobile terminals having an 
estimated arrival time prior to the latest arrival time. 

Dependent claims 10 and 27 are objectable for the same reason. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Rankin (US 2003/0100315) teaches location based delivery of service data. 
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B. Gobburu et al (US 2002/0060246) teaches method and apparatus for 
acquiring, maintaining, and using using information to be communicated in bar code 
form with a mobile communication device. 

C. Hendrey et al (US 2002/0102993) teaches method and system for analyzing 
advertisement delivered to a mobile unit. 

D. Lefeber et al (US 2002/0046299) teaches method and system for location 
independent and platform inde4pendent network signaling and action initiating. 

E. Bloebaum et al (US 2002/01 83070) teaches method and system for GPS bit- 
edge synchronization in the presence of burst mode interference. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANH C. LE whose telephone number is 571-272-7868. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM TROST can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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